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DETAILED ACTION 
Information Disclosure Statement 

1 . The information disclosure statement filed 6/14/2004 fails to comply with 37 CFR 
1.98(a)(1), which requires the following: (1) a list of all patents, publications, 
applications, or other information submitted for consideration by the Office; (2) U.S. 
patents and U.S. patent application publications listed in a section separately from 
citations of other documents; (3) the application number of the application in which the 
information disclosure statement is being submitted on each page of the list; (4) a 
column that provides a blank space next to each document to be considered, for the 
examiner's initials; and (5) a heading that clearly indicates that the list is an information 
disclosure statement. The information disclosure statement has been placed in the 
application file, but the information referred to therein has not been considered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

2. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

3. Claim 17 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. Claim 17 is directed to a computer program 
and computer programs claims as computer listings per se are neither computer 
components nor statutory processes, as they are not "acts" being performed. A claimed 
computer-readable medium encoded with a computer program is a computer element, 
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which defines structural and functional interrelationships between the computer program 
and the rest of the computer which permit the computer program's functionality to be 
realized and is thus statutory. Suggested embodiment would be a computer storage 
medium having a control program for information processing apparatus when executed 
by a computer to perform the method according to claim 9. 

4. To expedite a complete examination of the instant application, the claims 
rejected under 35 U.S.C 101 (non-statutory) above are further rejected as set forth 
below in anticipation of applicant amending these claims to place them within the four 
statutory categories of invention. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

6. Claims 1-6, 9-14, and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Pierre Bertin et al. (US Publication Number 2002/0029090, hereinafter 
"Pierre"). 
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7. As per claims 1 , 9 and 1 7, Pierre teaches an apparatus, method and program for 
an information processing apparatus capable of communication with an external unit 
connected thereto via a connection unit (decoder, element 1, figure 2), comprising: a 
first control step of controlling communication between said connected external unit and 
said information processing apparatus (first connector, element 11, figure 1A, B, 2); a 
second control step of controlling communication between said connected external unit 
and said information processing apparatus (second connector, element 12, figure 1A, B, 
2); and a switching step of selecting said first control step or said second control step as 
a control step of controlling communication between said connected external unit and 
said information processing apparatus (switching circuit, element 13, figure 2) 

8. As per claims 2 and 10, Pierre teaches an apparatus and method wherein said 
switching step has: a determination step of determining the type of said connected 
external unit; and a selection step (two positions, lines 1-2, paragraph [0031]) of 
selecting said first control step (first position, lines 2-7, paragraph [0031]) or said second 
control step (second position, lines 7-12, paragraph [0031]) as said control step for 
controlling the communication between said external unit and said information 
processing apparatus, in correspondence with the determined type of said external unit 
(paragraph [0031]). 

9. As per claims 3 and 1 1 , Pierre teaches an apparatus and method wherein said 
first control step is a device control step, and wherein if it is determined at said 
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determination step that said external unit is a USB host unit in conformity with the 
Universal Serial Bus communication standards (on the B type USB connector a 
reception of VBUS supply voltage on USB controller, lines 10-14, paragraph [0032]) , 
said first control step is selected at said selection step (triggers the switching of the USB 
controller to B type, line 13, paragraph [0032]), so as to perform communication 
between said external unit and said information processing apparatus at said first 
control step (paragraph [0032]). 

10. As per claims 4 and 12, Pierre teaches an apparatus and method wherein said 
connection unit is an AB type connector in conformity with the Universal Serial Bus 
communication standards, and wherein if a B type connector is connected with said 
connection unit, it is determined at said determination step that said external unit is said 
USB host unit (first connector is a B type USB connector, paragraph [0019]). 

11. As per claims 5 and 13, Pierre teaches an apparatus and method wherein said 
second control step is a host control step, and wherein if it is determined at said 
determination step that said external unit is a USB device unit in conformity with the 
Universal Serial Bus communication standards (A type USB connector routed to the 
inputs/outputs of USB controller, lines 6-7, paragraph [0033]), said second control step 
is selected at said selection step (disappearance of signal representative of the 
appearance of a supply voltage triggers switching to master mode A type connector, 
lines 7-11, paragraph [0033]), so as to perform communication between said external 
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unit and said information processing apparatus at said second control step (paragraph 
[0033]). 

12. As per claims 6 and 14, Pierre teaches an apparatus and method wherein said 
connection unit is an AB type connector in conformity with the Universal Serial Bus 
communication standards, and wherein if an A type connector is connected with said 
connection unit, it is determined at said determination step that said external unit is said 
USB device unit (second connector is an A type USB connector, paragraph [0023]). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

13. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

14. Claims 7,8, 15 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Pierre in view of Ying et al. (US Publication Number 2003/0172223, 
hereinafter "Ying"). 



15. As per claims 7 and 15, Pierre teaches an apparatus and method comprising: an 
execution status determination step of determining an execution status of said first 
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control step and said second control step (monitoring of voltage on pins and receiving 
inputs of a -data signal and a +data signal, paragraphs [0036-0038]). 

Pierre fails to teach a warning step of, if it is determined at said execution status 
determination step that said first control step or said second control step is in execution, 
and said control step, selected from said first step and said second control step in 
correspondence with the type of said external unit determined by said determination 
step and controlling communication between said external unit and said information 
processing apparatus, is in execution, giving a warning to an operator of said 
information processing apparatus, wherein at said selection step, said control unit in 
execution is selected as said control step of controlling communication between said 
external unit and said information processing apparatus. 

Ying analogously teaches an apparatus and method comprising: a warning step 
of (busy, paragraph [0034]), if it is determined at said execution status determination 
step that said first control step or said second control step is in execution, and said 
control step, selected from said first step and said second control step in 
correspondence with the type of said external unit determined by said determination 
step (connected and induced from the data input ends D+ and D-, paragraphs [0030- 
0032]) and controlling communication between said external unit and said information 
processing apparatus, is in execution, giving a warning to an operator (displayed as red, 
yellow and green, paragraph [0040]) of said information processing apparatus, wherein 
at said selection step, said control unit in execution is selected as said control step of 
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controlling communication between said external unit and said information processing 
apparatus . 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
applicant's invention to modify the system of Pierre with the above teachings of Ying. 
One of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the applicant's invention would have been 
motivated to make such modification in order to be able to clearly tell the user the 
current situation of the host, in a USB switching environment so the user may operate 
under a friendlier atmosphere (paragraph [0016]). 

16. Pierre modified by the teachings of Ying as applied to claims 7 and 15 above, as 
per claims 8 and 16, Ying teaches an apparatus and method wherein if it is determined 
at said use status determination step that said control step in execution has become not 
in execution (red light displayed when sharer is busy and host can not switch, 
paragraph [0040]), said control step that has been in execution is selected at said 
selection step as said control step of controlling communication between said external 
unit and said information processing apparatus (yellow light displayed when host is not 
in an online state and no other host is using the USB, paragraph [0040]). 

Conclusion 

17. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Aurangzeb Hassan whose telephone number is 
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(571)272-8625. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 9 AM to 
5:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kim Huynh can be reached on (571)272-4147. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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